THE 


ARMENIAN 

U NLESS something un¬ 
foreseen occurs Turk¬ 
ish Armenia will soon 
be a thiug of the past, and 
the Turkish Armenian will 
vanish from the roll-call of 
the Sublime Porte ! 

Fortunately for that excel¬ 
lent but luckless race the 
events of the past forty years 
have forced vast numbers of 
the people of Armenia into 
those portions of the ancient 
kingdom which are included 
in modern Persia and Russia, 
and other multitudes into other dis¬ 
tricts, not only in Asia but in Europe, 
Africa, and even in this New World 
beyond the sea. No nation better 
illustrates the ups and downs of his¬ 
tory than does the Armenian. Two 
thousand years ago, when the Turk 
was a peaceful Chinese nomad, and the 
Russians were fierce Tartars in Cen¬ 
tral Siberia, when imperial Rome was 
still an insignificant power, Armenia 
was a rich and great kingdom. It was 
magnificently located, so far as the 
conditions of those early years were 
concerned. It was protected on the 
north by the great mountains of Cau¬ 
casus, on the east by the Caspian Sea, 
on the northwest by the Black Sea, 
on the south by the great Arabian des¬ 
erts, and on the southeast it was on 



friendly terms with the va¬ 
rious kingdoms and civiliza¬ 
tions which prevailed in the 
rich and fertile basin of the 
Euphrates and the Tigris. 
The kingdom was upon high 
ground, with a fine and invig¬ 
orating climate, and posses- 


early years or to - day. In 
those years Armenians were, 
if possible, the most civilized 
people in that part of the 
world. They had learned 
the graces of education, refinement, 
and culture, but, unluckily, they had 
not acquired that indispensable half 
of all civilization, the art or science 
of killing without being killed in re¬ 
turn. The civilization of the great 
powers to-day wpuld go down in a 
single hour against the fierce children 
of the desert, and the fearless heroes 
of Zululand, were it not for the iron 
walls of the modern war-ship, the rapid- 
firing cannon of Christianity, and the 
magazine rifles of an altruistic civil¬ 
ization. As Carlyle puts it, the fun¬ 
damental question of life is “Can I 
kill you or can you kill me ? ” Modern 
nations have learned that fact and have 
acted accordingly, but the great king¬ 
dom of Armenia never did. So, as 
population grew, and human wave upon 
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human wave was sent westward and 
northward from that great store-house 
of humanity, Central Asia, it suffered 
the same fate or a worse one than did 
Rome at the hands of the northern 
races, or Byzantium in later years from 
both north and south. 

There must be a marvellous vitality 
and moral and intellectual strength in 
the Armenians to have withstood the 
clash and pressure of two thousand 
years. Persian and Roman, Byzantine 
and Roman, Mongol and Tartar, Turk 
and Russian have swept across the 
doomed land with a regularity like that 
of the stars in their courses, and yet 
the people have kept up their language, 
their customs, their identity, almost 
unchanged. Even where they had no 
hostile relations they were thrown into 
wars by reason of their position. The 
Turk could not get into Europe with¬ 
out crossing their kingdom as a high¬ 
way. Russia could not expand into 
Persia or into Asiatic Turkey without 
first absorbing Armenia in whole or in 
part. Thus it is that besides the wars 
of its own seeking it has been com¬ 
pelled to bear the brunt of those arising 


from its geographical 
Seldom have their 
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had been growing 
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position. 


Egyptian darkness. The present de¬ 
plorable condition, and the massacres, 
which are its most salient and hideous 
feature, are not the result of any cal¬ 
culation or premeditated design at 
Stamboul, but the logical outcome of 
historical and political causes. Tur¬ 
key, the sick man of the East, has 
grown smaller and smaller and, in fact, 
has been kept alive for at least thirty 
years by British gold and British diplo¬ 
macy. Its expenses have kept on, 
nevertheless, and its taxes have grown 
greater from season to season. In the 
imposition of these political burdens 
the Moslem official is only too apt to 
lay them the most heavily upon the 
Giaour. Here the patient, plodding, 
industrious, and saving Armenian is 
the first to feel the iron hand of gov¬ 
ernment. Although his land is fertile, 
and every soul in it should be prosper¬ 
ous and well-to-do, two-thirds of the 
population live from hand to mouth, 
dress in rags, and in bad seasons starve 
to death by scores. Even the well- 
to-do are compelled to conceal their 
riches and to play the part of hypo¬ 
crite in order to escape the rapacity 
of the tax-gatherer, the tax-farmer, the 
magistrate, and even the high officials. 

To-day, when Turkey is in its sorest 
need, the imposts are necessarily the 
heaviest, and the means employed in 
collecting them are the severest. 

confiscation, outrage, 
murder may be d< fi- 
distinctly charged 
officials, whose func- 
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Th« Wall* of Constantinople and the Golden Gate, through which Constantine made his Triumphal Entrance. 


the Sultan, and who, it is safe to add, 
will continue their present career of 
infamy and iniquity until that Sultan 
is no more, and until the system of 
which he is merely a small part has 
been crushed by the sword of Europe 
and thrown into the same pits with the 
bodies of the*murdered Armenians. 

In the last generation Armenia re¬ 
ceived much more consideration in 
the Turkish policy than it does to-day. 
The raison iVctre of the change is that 
Armenia has lost its usefulness to the 
Sublime Porte. Formerly, in the mak¬ 
ing of the Ottoman armies, it furnished 
a heavy contingent of young men, who 
were utilized by the Turkish Govern¬ 
ment. Its daughters have furnished 
thousands of harems with beautiful in¬ 
mates, and its men of talent have filled 
government offices from the lowest to 
the highest, time and time again. But 
since Russia lopped off a large poition 
of its northern frontier, and since Tur¬ 
key has become insolvent, and since a 
few remaining officers are insufficient 


to supply the Turks pure and simple, 
Armenia is of no great use. Its grow¬ 
ing poverty has increased this con¬ 
dition, and has warranted the Turk¬ 
ish Government in withdrawing or giv¬ 
ing up garrisons it could no longer af¬ 
ford to maintain, and to thus expose 
the Armenians to the wandering hordes 
of semi - independent Tartar tribes, 
whom we sum up under the general 
term of Khurds, from the fact that 
most of them, or their ancestors, have 
dwelt at some time in the province 
known as Khurdistan. It is easily seen 
how, under these conditions, rape, pil¬ 
lage, and massacre must occur. There 
is a large district, of which the popula¬ 
tion is partly agricultural and civic, 
Christian and Indo-European, for the 
Armenian belongs to the Aryan family 
and not the Turanian. On the other 
hand, is a nomad population addicted 
to robbery, ignorant, depraved, blood¬ 
thirsty, Mahometan, and Turanian. 
Each one of these differences is enough 
to provoke riot or war where govern- 
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merit is weak. The nomad Ishmael 
had his hand against every man, and 
every man had his hand against him ! 
The Cross and the Crescent have 
never been married, excepting with the 
sword ! The white race and the yel¬ 
low race never meet but what each en¬ 
deavors to swallow the other ! 

All four of these causes combine to 
make Armenia a scene of misrule. The 
Khurds attack the farmer and slay the 
household. The farmers assemble and 
justly retaliate with killing a lot of 
Khurds. The Khurds send out the war 
cry and come forward with a tribe, and 
massacre the citizens of an entire town. 
What few Turkish troops that may be 
in the neighborhood are then sent for¬ 
ward to preserve peace and order, and, 
finding two armed factions, side natu¬ 
rally enough with those of their own 
race, blood, and faith, and against the 
infidels who, according to their religion, 
are presumably wrong in everything. 
And those who have not been killed by 


the Khurds are killed by the soldiery. 
This is especially the case to-day. In 
the old days the Turkish Government 
very wisely sent troops raised in one 
region to keep order in another. Those 
raised in Armenian Khurdistan would 
be found in Syria or Roumania, and 
those raised in Bulgaria and Macedonia 
would be found in turn in Armenia and 
Khurdistan. This is the policy em¬ 
ployed by Germany in regard to its own 
provinces, by Great Britain in respect 
to its colonies, and by Rome in the days 
when she governed her enormous em¬ 
pire. 

But now the Constantinople treasury 
is so empty that troops no longer can 
be moved with any degree of case. 
Most of those in Asiatic Turkey are 
dwellers of the soil, and in the garri¬ 
sons and encampment in Armenia and 
its neighborhood are any number of 
men from the nomad tribes living in 
Armenia. To expect those men to take 
any other course from what they have 
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taken is to betray ignorance of the very 
first principles of human nature. 

No matter how much our noble mis¬ 
sionary bodies try to accomplish, their 
best efforts are often frustrated. The 
ignorant Turk understands but little of 
the progress of events, and still less of 
the forces which are bringing his do- 
minioa to an end. He knows that 
things are going from bad to worse, 
that the land is growing poorer and 
poorer, and that the machinery of gov¬ 
ernment has lost its former power and 
efficiency. He hears vague rumors that 
the infidels whom Allah cursed are tear¬ 
ing European Turkey to pieces ; that 
the coasts are lined with infidel war¬ 
ships ; that infidels are building rail¬ 
ways in his land which are creations of 
Eblis, and that the missionaries, neat 
and well-dressed, are rapidly increasing 
in numbers and prosperity. He cannot 
understand, nor will he believe, that we 
send missionaries especially to do hu¬ 
mane work ; so he joins the movement 
of which the ignorant Khurd is the 
head and soon rivals the latter in 
cruelty and bloodthirstiness. 

A careful inquiry 
j shows these trou- 

i bles to have begun 

- I in 1890 and to have 

I increased in almost 


geometrical ratio. A year ago it was 
calculated that one hundred and fifty 
thousand Armenians had lost their lives 
in this civil and religious conflict. This 
year has surpassed anything known in 
the history of the past two centuries, 
and has witnessed the loss of nearly four 
hundred thousand more. These porten¬ 
tous figures, of course, cover deaths from 
all causes, including massacre, death 
from wounds inflicted,or from diseases 
growing out of the wounds, death from 
starvation, and death from privation 
occasioned by pillage and other causes. 
As things look, the probabilities point 
alarmingly not alone to a continuation, 
but to an increase in these outrages and 
horrors, until the land is depopulated 
or the people driven to a few walled 
cities, or until the great powers inter¬ 
vene and put an end to a government 
which for fifty years has been a syno¬ 
nym for everything corrupt, vile, and 
depraved. 

This should be done without a par¬ 
ticle of delay. The forces of Russia on 
the Armenian frontier are sufficient to 
cover the entire territory in thirty days. 
If this is not sufficient a descent can be 
easily made from Trebizond. In the 
mean time much good can be done, suf¬ 
fering alleviated, and lives saved by the 
Red Cross Society, which, under the 
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brave leadership of Miss Clara Barton, 
proposes to open the campaign of peace 
within the borders of Armenia. Much 
splendid work has been already done by 
the Armenian Relief Committee, which 
has powerful branches in the United 
States and in every country of Europe. 
Its head-quarters in this country are 
in New York, and its American Board 
of officers includes J. Bleeker Miller, 
chairman of the executive commit¬ 
tee ; Nicholas R. Merseran, secretary ; 
Charles H. Stout, the treasurer; and 
H. M. Kiretchjian, the general secre¬ 
tary. 

The Red Cross Society is organized 
under the Turkish law, where it is 
known as the Red Crescent Society, 
and is protected by both law and 
treaty. It has already received per¬ 
mission from the Sultan to undertake 
and prosecute its works, and it has a 
very good office in Constantinople, and 
branches where the local officers reside 
in other cities of the Empire. From 
now on the centre of attention will be 
Constantinople itself. It is there that 
the action will be taken which will 
make or unmake Turkey, and which 
will decide the future of Armenia and 
the Armenians. Every great power is 
represented in that world-famous capi¬ 
tal and nearly every one by a man of 
ability, forethought, and moral courage. 
While there are only some fifteen or 
twenty guard-ships, so-called, in the 
immediate vicinity there is an interna¬ 
tional Armada of fifty great war ves¬ 


sels at the entrance to the Dardanelles, 
which could reach the city of the Sul¬ 
tan in twenty-four hours and annihilate 
it with a very brief cannonading. The 
Armenian Relief Society has also an 
agency at the capital, as have many of 
the great missionaries societies of Eng¬ 
land and America. There is a Chris¬ 
tian quarter, Christian schools, and in¬ 
stitutions of various kinds. In the 
work of evangelization there is a 
generous rivalry between the Greek 
Catholic, Roman Catholic and Protest¬ 
ant faiths. There are also communi¬ 
ties which follow the Armenian Church, 
and a small one, the Coptic. In fact, 
Constantinople contains probably a 
greater variety of Christian sects than 
any other city of Europe. There is 
also a large Jewish colony, and a much 
larger one of so - called Levantines, 
these being a class of people strange to 
this country, who belong to the Medi¬ 
terranean ports, and who come of a 
mixed blood, in which the Armenian, 
Greek, Jewish, Arab, and Italian are 
strangely commingled. No city is bet¬ 
ter qualified to be the theatre of the 
last acts of a great international drama 
than Constantinople. When it was 
Byzantium, the eastern capital of Rome, 
it tvas said to be the most beautiful 
city upon the earth. Even in the time 
of the Crusades, which Scott has made 
real and living in his delightful romance 
of “ Count Robert of Paris,” it was still 
famous for its magnificence and splen¬ 
dor. The Turk has improved it in 



